




















ABSTRACT

The Yukon Area includes all waters of Alaska within the Yukon River drainage and all coastal
waters of Alaska from Point Romanof southward to the Naskonat Peninsula. Successful
management of Yukon Area fishery resources is dependent upon accurate estimates of subsistence
and personal use harvests. Although survey methods have varied throughout the earlier years of the
program, survey methods used since 1988 have been relatively consistent, allowing comparisons
between years. The number of salmon harvested in the 1996 Yukon Area subsistence and personal
use fisheries were estimated from survey and fishing permit programs. Additionally, the number of
fish given to households for subsistence use from various Yukon Area test fish projects in 1996 are
also documented in this report.

In the majority of the Yukon Area no regulatory requirements exist for fishermen to report their
subsistence salmon harvest. To estimate the salmon harvest from villages within this area the
department has implemented a voluntary survey program. The 1996 survey program utilized
subsistence harvest calendars, postseason household interviews, and postseason household
telephone interviews and postal questionnaires. Stratified random sampling techniques were used to
select Yukon Area households to be interviewed in 1996. Based on information collected from 951
households that were contacted by surveyors, an estimated total of 38,592 chinook Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha, 172,153 chum 0. keta, and 14,460 coho salmon 0. kisutch were harvested by
subsistence fishermen in the survey portion of the Yukon Area in 1996. The chum salmon run is
made up of a early (summer) and later (fall) salmon run. The chum salmon harvest was separated
into 105,921 summer chum and 66,232 fall chum salmon.

A portion of the Yukon Area requires subsistence or personal use fishermen to obtain an annual
household permit prior to fishing. In these areas the fishermen are required to document their
harvest on the household permit and return the permit to the department at the end of the season. A
total of 518 subsistence and personal use permits were issued in 1996. A total of 486 subsistence
and personal use permits (94% of the total permits issued) had been returned to the department as of
April 10, 1997. A total of 279 permit holders (57% of the total permits returned) indicated they
fished in 1996. The reported permit harvest was 5,939 chinook, 12,394 summer chum, 60,411 fall
chum, and 15,134 coho salmon. This reported harvest does not include Stevens Village household
permit harvest information. The Yukon River permit information reported by Stevens Village
residents was used to supplement the postseason survey of that village.

From the test fishery projects throughout the drainage, not including Tanana and Nenana test fish
wheel projects, a total of 1,355 chinook, 7,328 summer chum, 2,971 fall chum, and 1,008 coho
salmon were given away to households for subsistence use. Test fish given away in Tanana were
accounted for during the subsistence surveys and the test fish given away in Nenana were included
in permit harvests.

Combining survey, permit, and test fishery information, an estimated 45,886 chinook, 125,643
summer chum, 129,614 fall chum, and 30,602 coho salmon were harvested by an estimated 1,421
Yukon Area subsistence and personal use fishing households in 1996.
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